
 

KS1 Grammar and Punctuation Definitions  

Grammar Picture clue Definition Example 
Adjective 

 

Adjectives are describing words. The cat is brown, furry and big. 

Adverb 

 

Adverbs give extra meaning to a verb, an 
adjective or a whole sentence. 

The cat is extremely small / we don’t 
get to play very often 

Apostrophe ’ -Used to omit letters  
-Used to show possession  

Cannot – can’t 
The boy’s plate was empty. 

Capital letters ABC -Beginning of each sentence.  
-Personal pronoun ‘I’.  
-Proper nouns.  
-Emphasis  

This lesson is fun. 
He said, ‘I don’t want to go home from 
the party’.  
We went to Paris. 
‘The house was HUGE! ‘ 

Comma  

, 
-Used in lists –  
-Commas to add more detail  
-When a subordinate clause is used. 
 
 
 
 

I went to the shop and bought apples, 
bananas, oranges and grapes. 
I saw the dog, the lost one, in the park 
again. 
My friend, the one with the brown hair, 
is always late. 

Compound word 

 

Contains two root words  Super+man=superman 
Green+house=greenhouse 

Conjunction 

 

Used to join two ideas together in a 
sentence. 

He needed his coat because it was cold. 
The sun was shining while we were 
playing outside. 



 

Contraction 

 

-Shortening of a word to a contracted form. Do not – don’t 

Exclamation Marks ! 
-At the end of a sentence. Shows surprise, 
shock or shouting.  

He shouted I’ve found a pound! 

Exclamation sentence ! -Must begin with how or what, have a noun 
and a verb and end with an exclamation 
mark. 

What big eyes you have grandma! 

Finger space 
 

-A space between each word to ensure 
writing can be read.  

We went to the shop. 

Full stop . 
-Shows where a sentence ends.  
-Abbreviations  

It was his birthday. 
I would like something red e.g. a 
tomato. 

Homophone 

 

Two different words that sound the same. I can hear you. 
Here comes my friend. 

noun 

 

Name of a person, place or thing.  
Common – table, cat  
Proper – John, England  
Collective – pride, gaggle, flock  
Abstract – love, bravery  

The cat sat on the table. John lives in 
England.  
Lions live together in a pride. Can you 
feel the love? 

Noun phrase 

 

A noun phrase is a word or group of words 
in a sentence that acts like a noun. 

He bought her a beautiful red dress. 

Past tense  Talking about something that has already 
happened. 

Yesterday, I went to the shop. 

Plural 
  

 

Plural forms refer to more than one – noun. 
Plural usually marked by addition of - s, es 
Some plurals are irregular. Some nouns are 
mass nouns and do not change in the plural. 

Cats  
Churches  
Children 
Teeth 

http://www.really-learn-english.com/english-nouns.html


 

Prefix 

 

Added to the beginning of a word to turn it 
into a different word 

overtake, disappear 

Preposition 

 

A word that gives information, such as time, 
location or direction 

On, behind, between 

Present tense  Talking in the now. I am going to the shop. 
Pronoun 

 

A word that replaces a noun he / she / it 

Question Marks ? -At the end of a question sentence.  
 

How are you today? 

Sentence 

 

A group of words that are put together to 
mean something – must include a verb. 
There are four sentence types –  
Statement (tells us something) 
Exclamation (shows emphasis or excitement) 
Question (Asks something) 
Command (tells or asks someone to do 
something) 

 
 
 
My favourite colour is red. 
I found a pound! 
 
Do you like ice-cream? 
Go and find the blue crayon. 

Singular 

 

Singular forms refer to one thing - noun. Cat  
Church  
Child 
Tooth 

Subordinate Clause  A subordinate clause (or dependent clause) is 
a clause that cannot stand alone as a 
complete sentence because it does not 
express a complete thought. 
 
Like all clauses, a subordinate clause has a 
subject and verb. 

I like painting, even though it can 
make a mess. 



 

Suffix 

 

An ending used to change a word into a 
different word 

call-called, teach-teacher 

Verb 

 

An action or doing word. Some verbs are 
irregular – see – saw / seen catch - caught 

She waited patiently. 
She has been waiting …  
She waits… 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glossary of ‘Phonics terms’ 

Base Words – To learn a word by finding its base word (e.g. jumping – 
base word jump + ing) 

Blending – This involves looking at a written word and merging individual 
sounds to make a word.  

Consonant – A speech sound that is not a vowel. 

Consonant cluster/adjacent  consonant- Two consonants next to each 
other e.g. dust, step, tent 

CVC words – A consonant sound, then a vowel sound then a consonant 
sound hot, bed and boat are all CVC words but cow and toy are not.  

Digraph – A sound containing two letters that make one sound e.g.  ‘th’. 

Grapheme – A way of writing down a phoneme e.g. ‘s’, ‘a’, ‘ch’, ‘igh’. 
Graphemes can be made up from one letter ‘p’, two letters ‘sh’, three letters 
‘tch in match’ or four letters ‘ough in though’. 

GPC – This is short for Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence. This is when a 
phoneme and grapheme can be matched.  

Oral blending – This involves hearing phonemes (sounds) and being able to 
merge them together to make a word. Children need to develop this before 
they are able to blend written words.  

Oral segmenting – This involves hearing a word and then splitting it up 
into sounds that make the word. This skill needs to be developed before 
children will be able to segment words to spell them.  

 

 

Phoneme – The smallest unit of sound. There are approximately 44 
phonemes – e.g. ‘s’, ‘a’, ‘ch’, ‘igh in light’. Phonemes can be put together 
to make words e.g c-a—t. 

Segmenting – This involves hearing a word, splitting it into the sounds 
that make the words and then writing them down in the correct order. 
This is the basis of spelling.  

Split digraph – Two letters, split, making one sound, e.g. a_e as in 
make or i_e in site. 

Syllables – To learn a word by listening to how many syllables there 
are so it can be broken into smaller bits. (e.g.Sep-tem-ber) 

Tricky words – Words that cannot be sounded out using phonics e.g. 
the, was 

Trigraph – A sound containing three letters that make one sound e.g. 
‘igh’. 

Vowel – a,e,i,o,u often ‘y’ can be substituted for a vowel sound e.g. y in 
‘by’ 

Vowel digraph – A sound made with two vowels e.g. oa in boat 

 

 

 

 

 

 


