
    
During Phase 5, children will broaden their knowledge of graphemes (letters) and phonemes (sounds) 

and use them for reading and spelling. The following new sounds, tricky words (grey) and decodable 

words (white) are taught 

 

  

  

 

This phase involves learning how sounds can be spelt/pronounced differently e.g ‘ow’ can make the 

sound like in ‘cow’ or ‘bow’. Here children will learn to read for context to make sense of a word. 

This develops their knowledge of spelling choices.  

 They will learn that most letters and combinations of letters (graphemes) can represent more than one 

sound. For example, ‘ a’ - as in—hat and acorn ’e’ - as in he and bed ‘i’ - as in mind and tin ‘o’ - as in 

no and hot ‘u’ - as in but and music 

Split digraphs are also introduced in this phase – a_e, e_e, i_e, o_e, u_e. A split digraph is a vowel 

sound that the two letters would make if they were next to each other, but they have a letter in 

between. The e on the end changes the vowel sound to the sound of the letter e.g. mat becomes mate. 

Children will use alternative ways of pronouncing the  graphemes (e.g. the ‘c’ in coat and city). 

Homographs These are a selection of words that are written the same, but pronounced differently. 

‘You will have to bow when you meet the Queen.’ ‘The girl has a bow in her hair’ Children are taught 

to try out the words and use the context in which the word is written. 

 

 

 

 

 

How can you help? 

- http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/Phase5Menu.htm 

-Reading regularly to your child as well as listening to them. 

-Pointing out alternative spellings – ‘been’, ‘bean’ 

-Give opportunities for practising spellings – e.g. ask your child to help write the shopping list, 

write a story together. 

-‘Rhyming strings’ - say a list words that rhyme, and write them down using the correct 

grapheme ‘play’ ‘day’ ‘they’ ‘grey’ 

‘oy’ ’ay’ ’ou’ ’ie’ ’ea’ ’ir’ ’ue’ 

’aw’ ’wh’ ’ph’ ’ew’ ’oe’ ‘au’ 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/Phase5Menu.htm

