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Chair of Governors 
Parent Governor 

 
 

 

I’m Helen Hart, Chair of Governors. I have been a governor at Sparhawk since 2016 and have 

had 2 children go through this school. My role focuses on staff development, appraisal of the 

head teacher and also monitoring safeguarding within the school. 

 

My day job is supporting local businesses and charities with HR and I have worked in HR for a 

number of years. I also enjoy refurbishing property and creating beautiful homes for people. 

In my spare time, I love visiting places of interest, getting outdoors and attending to our 

allotment. 

 

This is a fantastic school with amazing teachers and pupils. I couldn’t be more proud of this 

school and I’m so pleased to be a part of it. I really enjoy coming into school to talk and listen 

to the children who are always a delight. 

Mrs Fiona Hardman 
Vice Chair of Governors 

Co-opted Governor 
 

 
 

 

I was appointed as a co-opted governor at Sparhawk in December 2016. I am also a governor 

at Cecil Gowing Infant school and have served as Chair of Governors there for a number of 

years. I have also been a governor at two local high schools in the past. I am looking forward 

to helping to develop even closer links between schools in the Sprowston area, as well as 

helping Sparhawk build on its already considerable strengths. I was recently elected vice-

chair of the board of governors. 

I have lived in Sprowston for over 40 years and have 2 grown-up children, both of whom 

attended schools in Sprowston. My son teaches in a Norwich primary school and my 

daughter works as a wine advisor/manager in London. 

I retired a few years ago after 20 years as a pre-school music teacher and workshop leader, 

having previously taught languages in a Norfolk high school. My hobbies mainly involve 

music – I sing in two choirs and love live music and music festivals. I also volunteer as a City 

Host welcoming and assisting visitors and locals around Norwich. 

 

Co-opted Governor 
Clair Munday 

 
 

 

 

I'm Claire Munday,  Deputy Head and Year 2 teacher at our outstanding school Sparhawk. I have 
sat in on governors meetings for many years but officially became a governor two years ago. I 
really enjoy being part of the governing body and making Sparhawk even more amazing! I feel 
incredibly lucky to have been part of the Sparhawk team for over ten years now and have loved 
every minute of teaching such wonderful children.  
 
In my spare time I love spending time with my little boy Ralph and socialising with friends and 
family. 
 

 

Mrs Karen Goldsworthy 
Co-opted Governor 

 

 

I have been a governor at Sparhawk for the last 18 years and have worked here for 20 years. 

Both my children were pupils at Sparhawk and loved their time here and I am now waiting 

for the next generation, my granddaughter to start in Diamond class in a couple of years. 

I enjoy my role as a governor as it enables me to have an insight on the reasons why things 

happen within the school. In my spare time I volunteer as a Rainbow and Brownie leader and 

I am also an archery instructor. 

In 2019 I was very lucky to be awarded the British Empire Medal (BEM) for services as a 

school governor. 

 

 
Miss Abbie Whitlam 

Staff Governor 

    
 

 

 

I am a Year 1 teacher in Emerald Class. It is my 4th year working at Sparhawk but my second 

year of teaching there and I love every second of it! I love being a part of Sparhawk, it is my 

second family. I am English lead and have recently joined as a staff governor. 



 

     Mr Alan Brighten 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was born in Norwich and have lived in Sprowston for 45 years. My two daughters attended 

local schools in Sprowston. I am now retired but was previously a Maths teacher and Head of 

Faculty at Attleborough Academy. Whilst at Attleborough I took on the role of staff governor. 

Before teaching, I served for 30 years as a police officer retiring in the rank of Inspector. 

During my police service I had close contact with schools in the Sprowston area which 

precipitated my interest in education and my decision to train to be a teacher. 

I have always been interested in children’s welfare and education and I am proud to serve 

Sparhawk Nursery and Infants School. 

 

 

Mrs Hannah Collison 

Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
I am delighted to be a member of the governing board of such a dynamic, impressive and 

nurturing school. When I am in the school, I am always impressed by the calm and purposeful 

learning environments and most importantly how happy the children are. The children’s 

engagement with their learning is outstanding. There 

is a fantastic team of motivated staff at this school who work very hard to achieve the very 

best for all pupils.  
 

 

Mr Richard Pearce

 

 

 

I am one of Sparhawk’s parent governors and I joined the governing body 3 years ago while 

my son was at Sparhawk. My son has now moved on to Falcon, but my daughter has just 

begun her Sparhawk journey in Diamond Class. 

I head up Business Development for Barclays in Norfolk and Suffolk working closely in the 

sports, music, media and entertainment sector. 

My personal passions are community values and I have lived  in Sprowston for the past 16 

years. 

As well as governor at Sparhawk I am a coach at Catton U7s, a charity trustee and I attend 

Soul Church. 

Sparhawk was an amazing experience for my son and I love the values and principles that it 

gave him while he was at the school. 

 

 

 

I was keen to become a parent governor when the opportunity arose while my son was in the 

Diamond Class. As a relatively new member of the Sparhawk family, I have had nothing but 

positive experiences so far and am looking forward to finding out more ‘behind the scenes’ 

about this wonderful school.  

I have been an infant school teacher for 10 years and love being part of a child’s introduction 

to education, hopefully making it as fun and memorable as possible. At my school I am the 

diversity lead, which is something that I feel very passionately about. 

Before having my son, travel and experiencing different cultures was something that I loved 

to do, and I am very lucky to have travelled to many different countries. Nowadays, out of 

work I love getting outdoors and exploring the wonders of Norfolk, a bit closer to home! I 

also enjoy going to the theatre, particularly to see musicals, and music in general – there is 

always something playing in our house!    

 

 


